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I ve concluded that writing a book is a bit like having a baby (although clearly not in the same league) It takes a few years before you forget just how hard it was   enough that you rashly sign up for another one And, as with a child, you hope that it comes out all right and that people like it when you let it loose on the world Luckily, I had a team of similarly rash co-authors who made it all possible I am indebted to Chuck, Chris, and Mike for their knowledge, their hard work, and their good natures Special thanks again to Samantha Cheng for keeping everything together and everyone on track I d like to acknowledge my colleagues at Sonic Solutions, who considerately support my literary endeavors I wrote the original DVD Demystified in 1997 because I was captivated by DVD, an extraordinary new technology that I wanted to tell everyone about I knew almost nothing when I started, so I began asking questions of anyone I could find who knew more than I did Literally hundreds of people, far too many to list, contributed to the collection of know-how that I synthesized and disseminated over the years I m gratified that, three editions later, DVD Demystified is still useful as a guide and reference for those who are just crossing the threshold of DVD as well as those who are venturing deeper into the maze of twisty passages I hope this new book is also useful for anyone eager to learn more about Blu-ray Disc technology Once again I am obliged to many people who have taken time to explain many things The art of optical media, interactivity, and digital video and audio progressed immensely in the decade after DVD debuted Descriptions of Bluray often come out sounding like a portrayal of a medieval ruler: rich, powerful, renowned, inscrutable, versatile, acclaimed, byzantine, stimulating, dominating But Blu-ray genuinely is a world-changing innovation   it will reign for decades as the flag-bearer of highest quality home entertainment If this book benefits anyone who wants to take advantage of this important medium then my time writing it will have been well spent As always, my deep thanks to Steve Chapman at McGraw-Hill for putting up with far more than anyone should ever have to And to my congenial colleague, Andy Parsons, who always manages to start things off with an astute and thoughtful foreword I express my gratitude and my apologies to my wife and children, who allowed me to hole up for days on end when deadlines loomed, and came, and passed, and were finally met And thanks to Fleischman and Arthur, who, as always, have been solidly supportive.
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		The University of Miami developed a self-powered monitoring system for bridges using wireless sensors With a scarcity of inspectors and tens of thousands of bridges, the visual inspection process can be long and laborious Thousands of bridges erected during the 1960s and  70s, when much of the nation s infrastructure was built, do not have sensors installed A team of University of Miami College of Engineering researchers are implementing a self-powered monitoring system for bridges that can continuously check their condition using wireless sensors Sensors can harvest power from structural vibration and wind energy They plan to place newly developed wireless sensors, some as small as a postage stamp, others no longer than a ballpoint pen, along strategic points inside the 27-year-old Long Key Bridge in the Florida Keys and on a Northwest 103rd Street quarter-mile steel overpass that leads into Hialeah, Florida The sensors, developed by project collaborators Virginia Tech University and New Jerseybased Physical Acoustics Corporation, record all sorts of data, from vibrations and stretching to acoustic waves and echoes emitted by  aws such as cracks Even the alkaline levels in the concrete of bridge supports are being measured The work is part of the National Institute of Standards and Technology Innovation Program and is aimed at developing a more effective system to monitor the health and predict the longevity of bridges The joint venture is led by Physical Acoustics Corporation
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 Join a community of over 2.6m developers to have your questions answered in  
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		Heart-Based Coaching Issues: The Coaching Relationship, Value and Prestige, and the Reactions of Others
A new imaging program automatically detects irregularities in bridges Research scientists at the Fraunhofer Institute for Industrial Mathematics ITWM in Kaiserslautern have developed the specialized software jointly with fellow scientists from the Italian company Infracom The engineers have been using the new software successfully to inspect bridges in Italy The software automatically examines the photos of a bridge for certain characteristics and irregularities, for marked discoloration Even minor damage is identi ed and signaled No two bridges are alike and they differ in terms of their shape, construction material, and surface structure The color depends on:   The material   The dirt or fouling   The degree of humidity The changing effects of weather and temperature, road salt, and the increasing volume of
.
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 6 Jul 2011  ...  NET  MVC  provides a simple and versatile means of returning ... NET  MVC   
application in that you can grab a partial view and turn it into  downloadable PDF   
content. ...  4 . var exe = new Process();. exe.StartInfo.FileName ...
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		traf c all quickly cause damage such as hairline cracks,  aking concrete, and rust penetration The software can handle these discrepancies The researchers have extracted metrics from photographs that include the characteristically elongated shape of a hairline crack, the typical discoloration in damp places, and the structures of the material, which are different for a concrete bridge than for a steel bridge All of this information is stored in a database When the researchers load a photo into the program, the software compares the features of the new image with those of the saved images If it detects any irregularities, it marks the respective area on the photo The bridge inspector can decide how serious the damage is and if something needs to be done The earlier any damage is identi ed and clearly categorized, the simpler and less expensive it is to repair
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