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		Proper drainage of abscess fluid or other focal infections is the mainstay of therapy Incision and drainage alone may be sufficient for cutaneous abscess For uncomplicated skin infections, oral antimicrobial therapy is satisfactory Before the emergence of community methicillin-resistant strains of S aureus, an oral penicillinase-resistant penicillin or cephalosporin, such as dicloxacillin or cephalexin, 500 mg four times a day for 7 10 days, was the drug of choice for empiric therapy However, increasing prevalence of methicillin-resistant strains of S aureus among community isolates may necessitate use of other oral agents to which the isolate is susceptible in vitro, such as clindamycin, 300 mg three times daily; doxycycline, 100 mg twice daily; or trimethoprimsulfamethoxazole, given in two divided doses based on 5 10 mg/kg/d of the trimethoprim component Unfortunately, the efficacy of these agents is not well defined and not evidence based Because of the high prevalence of macrolide resistance among S aureus strains, these agents should not be used unless susceptibility is documented For more complicated infections with extensive cutaneous or deep tissue involvement or fever, parenteral therapy is indicated initially A penicillinase-resistant penicillin such as nafcillin or oxacillin in a dosage of 15 g every 6 hours intravenously or cefazolin 1 g intravenously or intramuscularly is preferred for infections caused by methicillin-susceptible isolates In patients with a serious allergy to  -lactam antibiotics or if the strain is methicillin-resistant, vancomycin, 1 g intravenously every 12 hours, is a drug of choice If the local prevalence of methicillin-resistance is high (eg, 10% or more), and particularly if the patient is seriously ill, vancomycin is indicated empirically pending strain isolation and determination of susceptibility Linezolid is FDA-approved for treatment of skin and skinstructure infections as well as nosocomial pneumonia caused by methicillin-resistant strains of S aureus and clinically is as effective as vancomycin The dose is 600 mg orally (bioavail-.
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		Localized erythema with induration and purulent drainage Abscess formation Folliculitis commonly observed Gram stain of pus with gram-positive cocci in clusters; cultures usually positive
Approximately one-quarter of people are asymptomatic nasal carriers of S aureus, which is spread by direct contact Carriage often precedes infection, which occurs as a consequence of disruption of the cutaneous barrier or impairment of host defenses S aureus tends to cause more localized skin infections than streptococci, and abscess formation is common The prevalence of methicillin-resistant strains in community settings is increasing, and these strains have been associated with recurrent and severe skin and soft tissue infections, including necrotizing fasciitis
Figure 2.5 You add users to the system and assign administrator privileges using the System Preference program s Users pane.
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		ability of 100%) or intravenously twice a day for 10 14 days Its considerable cost makes it an unattractive choice for most routine outpatient infections, and its safety in treatment courses lasting longer than 2 3 weeks is not well characterized; nevertheless, it is the only proven effective oral alternative to parenteral vancomycin Daptomycin, 4 mg/kg once daily (or every other day in the patient with creatinine clearance < 30 mL/min) intravenously for 7 14 days, is also an option for treatment of complicated skin and skin structure infections
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